
+ Excellent sound
+ Elegant design
+ Top-class build

"Masterpiece"
"These large floor-standing
boxes sound really great…"
"Must be regarded as a 
bargain…"

REFERENCE CLASS
Price/Performance: outstanding

The Statement



Masterpiece
Dream loudspeakers by Heco

"The renowned Heco company based in Pulheim
near Cologne is greatly experienced in making
loudspeakers – its experience has continued to
grow ever since the company was founded almost
60 years ago to the day. And so the development
team's entire knowledge has been focused in its
"The Statement" speaker range built with the aim
of making one of the best affordable loudspeakers
of recent times. 
The loudspeaker makers at Heco rigorously 
pursue their aim of transporting high-quality music
reproduction into the living rooms of hi-fi fans. And
to achieve that goal, the engineers have employed
the latest technologies, state-of-the-art measuring
equipment and clever simulation systems. Over
time, the company has succeeded in refining
tried-and-tested technologies and in creating new
ones. But in spite of all its research efforts, Heco
has never been reluctant to look back. Shandro 
Fischer, CEO and driving force behind "The 
Statement" project, is a self-confessed fan of
valve amps and broadband loudspeakers from the
1950s and 1960s. So it's not surprising that cone
material used in the old days has re-appeared in a
new variation at Heco. The drivers using so-called
"kraft" paper received a great welcome for their
beautiful reproduction qualities. 

Inner values
Great efforts were made in the development of
"The Statement's" mid-range chassis. "Kraft"
paper, a mix of paper and woollen fibres, has also
been used here as the material for the cone. And
in order to keep driving losses as low as possible,
the 170 millimetre chassis' cone has been 
suspended in a folded surround. 

The art of design: From the
front, the mid-range driver
appears non-distinct. It only
reveals its true character
when it has been removed
from the case.

The drive determinedly converts the amplifier's
energy with giant "alnico" magnets (an alloy 
consisting of aluminium, nickel, cobalt, iron and
copper). Using the Klippel measuring system, the
drive unit has been adapted to feature the latest
state-of-the-art with enormous magnetic field
strengths and high temperature stabilities. Which
means that it has been possible to design the 
"alnico" loudspeakers absolutely symmetrically in
regard to magnetic field, inductance and 
suspension. Which results in very low distortion 
factors and unrestricted reproduction of mid-range
sounds. Unfortunately, "Alnico" magnetic systems
are very expensive so that the developers at Heco
were only able to use them in the mid-range; the
woofers have had to make do with conventional
magnets. The mid-range driver works without 
compression in the case, which is filled with ample
insulation material and which is open to the rear. At
the same time, the music signals transmitted 
towards the rear combine with the front signals to
produce a very spatial sound. The insulation 
material is quite effective because it has been 
liberally employed, which also means that some of
it may even be removed to fine tune the sound for
one's own living room. The protective screen, which
is secured by 12 screws, must be removed to this
end and the corresponding quantity of material
taken out until the desired sound has been 
achieved. However, this process is very delicate
and the sound may quickly become diffuse.  

The 123-centimetre MDF case
has been carefully stiffened and
insulated. Rubber pucks or
height-adjustable metal spikes
may be used to stand the 43-ki-
logram loudspeakers on.
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Two 200-millimetre chassis with lots of air in the
back and conventional magnet systems do the
work in the woofer range. The drives with 32-
millimetre voice coils have also been optimized
using the Klippel system. And paper has again
been used for the cones – but in a hardened 
version with large carbon caps providing 
protection from dust. A 25-millimetre dome 
tweeter coated with nano particles sits on a thick
aluminium front plate with a short horn.

The mid-range speaker
case that is open to the
rear is aperiodically 
damped. The loudspea-
kers shouldn't be placed
too near a wall.

Sound
We placed the large floor-standing speakers at a
distance of more than one metre from the rear wall
and only slightly pointing towards the seat in our
listening room. Fed with our tried-and-tested 
listening-test CDs, "The Statement" commenced
work with unrestrained liveliness and amazed 
listeners with its great open and airy sound. The
mid-range seemed to have been relieved of all 
ballast and worked smoothly as if liberated of 
anything that could drag it down. It combined its
confident playing with great balance – no details
were lost or appeared unnatural. And towards the
top, the tweeter supplemented the sound with 
finely resolved while powerful tones. The 
performance of the woofers in these speakers
equipped with two bass chassis on each side was
also impressive. It was not always precise to the
point but it was very strong and did delve deeply
into the bass cellar. Loud volumes didn't bother
"The Statements" at all. They always remained
calm and were remarkable for their great 
confidence even when the volume was turned up. 

Laboratory
In the laboratory, "The Statements" impressed
with a very low bottom limit frequency and an
overall linear amplitude progression beyond the
highest measuring limit. Slight irregularities 
became apparent at around 700 hertz, which is
also reflected in the waterfall diagram (not shown)
by delayed settling. From a frequency of 1,500
hertz on the other hand, the diagram looks 
perfect. The measurements also revealed very low
distortion factors – particularly the K3 value, which
can quickly become unpleasant, always stayed
below the 1% mark.

The enormous 
connector panel also
permits tri-amping and
tri-wiring. Repositioning
the cable bridges allows
the mid-range to be 
lowered by two 
decibels and the 
tweeter to be raised by
the same amount.

Conclusion
Heco's engineers have delivered a genuine 
masterpiece with "The Statement" by steadily
continuing to develop their products while keeping
old virtues in mind. The large floor-standing boxes
sound excellent and with a unit price of a little less
than 2,000 euros, they must be regarded as a 
bargain. Those with the space for loudspeakers of
this format should not delay and pay their 
specialist retailer a visit now. "


